The following are notes from files in the National Records, Khartoum and from the Sudan Archive, University of Durham (SAD)

In the case of SAD, my notes are selective.

DP/SCR/36 D. 7 vol. 1 The Fur Royal Family

Mainly concerned with arrangements of the family following 1916.

p. 12 


Sultan . al-Fadl




Husayn

Various old women   Arafa   Ibrahim    Abu al-Bashir   Abd al-Rahman Shartut

p. 13
Concerning a petition from members of the royal for a pension. ”Various lands round Fasher were regarded as devoted to the maintenance of various members of the royal family and the dues collected from them were apportioned by Ali Dinar. The system, in so far it was in force and not merely theoretical was very complicated and varied with moods of Ali Dinar”

Darfur Province Files

Box 1

1
1.D.6
Darfur Province. Native Admin.



2
5.A.3
(Northern Patrol 27A)





Beni Helba Patrol, 1918



3
5.A.4.
Patrol 99. Nyala Rising 1921



4
5.A.4.1
Nyala Rising, outlaws, general correspondence



5
5.A4.2.
Nyala Rising, out laws, individual dossiers.



6
5.A.4.3
Unrest at Abu Gabra. Raid on Abu Gabra mail.

Box 2

7
5.A.4.8
Rumoured Rising in northern Darfur



8
5.A.5

Disturbances in Wadai, 1934



9
5.A.6 vol. 1
Bir Natrun. Reconaisance 1931.



10
5.A.6 vol. 2
S.D.F. Report. Libyan Desert Reconaissance.



11
5.F.5

Army Reservists. Salamat El Basha colony of ex-soldiers.



12
5.P. 1

Occupation of Darfur. General corres. 1915

Box 3

13 
5.P.1. vol. II
Occupation in Darfur. General corres. 1915-16



14
5.P.1 vol. III
Occupation in Darfur. General corres. 1916-1916



15
5.P.1 vol. IV
Occupation in Darfur. Generaal corres. 1916-17



16
5.P.2 vol I
Occupation of Darfur, Services activities and Western Frontiers Posts, 1916

Box 4

17 
5.P.2 II
Occupation of Darfur, Services activities and Western Frontiers Posts, 1916-18



18
5.P.3

Occupation of Darfur, Intelligence Report from MacMichael, 1915-16



19
5.P.4

Army occupation of Darfur



20
5.P.5

Report on lines of advance in Darfur, 1910



21
5.P.6

Memorandum Concerning future status of Darfur, 1916



22
5.P.8

Occupation of Country by Road and Water, 1915-16



23
12.B

Concession and Projects. Indivs, applications

Box 5

24
12.B.1

Concession & Project. Indivs. Application Anglo French Exploration Company Ltd. (mining Hofrat en Nahas), 1920



25
14.B.2

Robes of Honour



26
17.B.1

Education & General Report

2/43/362
Notes on the old history of the Fellata Fikis (taken from the Personalities section) who settled in the Sudan before & after the Mahdia.

1. Various biographies from information given by Gadah el Dam 11/5/1922.

Sheikh Haj Abdin Wad El Agur

”Of Borgu. Was settled in Jebel Abu Sunun, Kordofan Province since Mahdism, where the Borgu had a large Hilla under Sheikh Ahmed Borgawi. Abdin came to Omdurman with the Khalifa’s  army …. ”

Sir El Khatim El Senussi

”Is said to be a Berti but most probably he is a Tamawi.”

Fiki Idris

”A Fellati Muwallad in Kordofan near Jebel Kol, his grandfather having immigrated from Darfur.”

Morant: précis on Darfur 

Cairint 5/94/11 1904

p. 1
Name of sultan killed at Manawashi — Ibrahim Garrad b. Sultan Hussein.

p.2
”The Masabat and Kunjara the ruling class of Furs have centre at El Fasher”.

p.3
Rulers of Gimr, Masalit & Tama known as sultans.

Abdallah: Early events in Darfur

5/84/1/Abdallah/1882

mostly about Slatin, Maddibu ’Ali & the Fur Sultans

Abdallah = El Bimbashi Mahmoud eggendi Abdallah; fought with Sultan Yusif for a time.

p. 20
ref. to maqdum M. b. Imam Jarut, Shaykh of the Birgid.

p.22
others maqdums serving Sultan Yusif— maqdum Ab Daimbū, maqdum Tibaig & maqdum  Muhammad.

p.25
another maqdum, Tūr Ajaj. Nickname.

p.26
Dud Banga was sent by the Mahdi to Gallabat where he died in battle after his submission.


Tūr Ajaj or maqdum Zayid in J. Marra. Abdallah uses the word korkwa to describe the inhabitants of J. Marra.

pp.27-28
The Mahdists massacred the inhabitants of Manawashi, described as being of the Bornu tribe.

p.35
Mention of Sultan Yusif having two wazirs, Adam Boshé and Rahma Gomo.

p.42
After Yusif’s defeat by Uthman Adam, maqdum Zayid fled to J. Marra, where he sought refuge with a certain wad al-mayram Jebralla, who betrayed him.

p.46
After the death of Yusif, his brothers, Abu al-Khayrat & Abbas, kept up the struggle. They were supported by the following:—

1. maqdum Jum’a Abu Daimbu

2. maqdum Hamid, maqdum of dar al-rih  in northern Darfur.

3. maqdum Said Baros — his title amin bayt sultan ….
4. Abu Bukr Naga — shaykh of the Baigu tribe.

Intel 1/19/98 S 307 Report on Dar Masalit 1918. [H.A.] MacMichael

p. 1
Um Dukhn village marks border between Darfur/Dar Masalit. Wadi Barei marks the E. boundary of Dar Masalit.

p.2
…. While  Tama was not infrequently held in temporary subjection by the former [Wadai], Masalit was ruled by the latter [Darfur] as an integral part of his [the sultan’s] dominions, and the attempts of the western power to wrench it from him were purely aggressive and almost always unsuccessful”.

p. 2
Information from Masalit and Darfur notables —

”In the time of Sultan Husain of Darfur (d. 1873), the father of the Sultan Ibrahim killed by Zubeir Pasha, one Abdulla Runga was ’magdum’ (viceroy) of Western Darfur (dar al-gharb) and, leaving Dar Abu Dima in the south out of the question, his sphere of rule comprised the Fur districts of MADI, FIA & KERNE. Dar Masalit, as such, was not recognised as a separate district, nor was the whole of it under a single tribal chief. To the north, MADI included DAR GIMR, JEBEL MUN (or MUL). Part of the Zaghawa Kubga country and the lands north of Kebkebia.

p.3
”FIA, under HANAFI, grandfather of the present ’Shartai§ Ahmedai Mohammad comprised both the Fia of the present and the greater part of the country which is now called Dar Masalit, but which was then subject in part to the Masalit and in part to various ERENGA tribes.


”KERNE, under MUZAMMIL, grandfather of the present ’Shartai’  ATIM (’the Niamaton’) was the Kerne of the present with the difference that what is now uninhabited country east of Wadi Barei and west of J. KONGYO was at that time inhabited by Masalit and Fur, both subject to the Niamaton.

[See Nachtigal’s map (1875) in which ’Dar Fea’ and ’Dar Kerne’ are shewn as extending well beyond Wadi Barei & Tinniat. ’Dar el Gharb’ is also marked. MacMic’s note]


”The Masalit and less important ERENGA tribes were under ’firrash’ (sing. Fersh), a title corresponding in scope to the Fur ’Sharati’ (sing. ’Shartai’) and still used by the Erenga tribes to denote their headmen, and these ’firrash’ were subject to the Fur ’Shartais’ of Madi, Fia and Kerne. The GIMR, on the other hand, and the OWRA and MARARIT branches of Erenga had ”sultans”, though these were equally subject to the Fur.

[The present Sultan of Dar Gimr, Idris, has reigned 41 years i.e. has survived Turks, Dervishes, Fur and ourselves alike: MacMic]

p,3
c.1874 Tergam Arabs at Turneid.

p.7
J.Kongyo was the capital of the Niamaton.

p.11
Derjeil was the capital of Dar Masalit before Geneina.


Masalit claim to be Arab & related to the Baqqara. They have two distinct dialects:—

1. Masalit proper.

2. Erenga & Mun—related to the language of Dar Tama

Arabic widely understood.

p.12
”The population may be divided into Masalit, Erenga, Mun and Arabs, the first in the centre and the south and outnumbering all the rest, the Erenga in the northwest, the Mun in the northeast and the Arabs scattered in small ’feriks’ among the northern Masalit and the Erenga..


”The Mun are said to number some 50 to 60 villages in all. The Arabs are MAHAMID (Awlad Zeid), TERGAM, Darok, Taelba, Mahada and Toria.


”Of these, the Mahamid (two or three feriks only) are an offshoot of the great ’Rizeigat’ family who are largely represented in Southern Darfur as cattleowners and in northern Darfur as camelowners. The Darok are a debased type of Gawamaa: they are more numerous than the other Masalit Arabs and live around BIR JAOS (map Barguines?) between J. Mun & the Taelba.


”The Taelba form a small colony north of Um Dukhn and are ’cousins’ of the Taelba of Darfur (Messiria).


”The Tergam belong to the same group and live west of the Taelba. They are the second largest Arab group in the country, but nonetheless are of slight importance.


”The Toria and Mahada are small groups living respectively west of the Tergam and at Um Dukhn.


”All alike are semi-sedentary and their habitat is more or less on the borderland between the Masalit and the Erenga. None of them are either rich or in any sense powerful.

Political System


”The Arabs are of course simply subject to the Masalit, and would probably decamp into Darfur if they got the chance. The Masalit, Erenga and Mun are each divided into a number of subtribes. The Erenga and Mun have ’ferash’ (omda approx.) for each subtribe, with a ’shartai’ (nazir, approx) [p.13] over them all. These ’ferash’ and their ’Shartai§ are themselves Erenga or Mun as the case may be, but put in authority over them is a ’maqdum’ or viceroy, who is one of the Sultan’s chief officers and of different race. The same system obtained in Darfur, where e.g. magdum Sherif was viceroy of the north and in authority over all the Zaghawa Sultans and everyone else irrespective of race or tribe [some local ’firrash’, i.e. omdas of small groups of villages, call themselves maqdum but they are not entitled to do so in reality. MacMic].


”The Masalit have no ’Shartais’ and no ’magdums’. In both cases the ’firrash’ have under them a varying number of ’damalig’ (sing. ’dimilig’) or tribal elders, and the village ’meliks’ (i.e. sheikhs). The system is purely feudal as it was in Darfur. The Erenga ’Shartai’, Muhammad Buggu, of the Daromi section, and the Mun, owe allegiance to the ’magdum’ Saíd Abu Dudu, a Dinka who is high in the Sultan’s favour. In Masalit subtribes are allotted to various members of the royal family or state functionaries. For instance, five are under the ’Ain’ Ahmed Abu Shillukh and four under the ’Amin’ Bulad Abdel Rahman, two are under the Sultan’s brother Bedowi, and various viziers, uncles all have on each. The whole are of course subject to the supreme authority of the Sultan.


”In Fur days each ’fersh’ had a ’sambei’ or executive officer (’wakil’), but since the conversion of the chief ’fersh’ of the masalit into a ’Sultan’ this has been dropped.

p.14
Masalit are divided into:—

Fokunyung

Misterinn

Asumung (1/2)

Serbung

Mararit

· above under ’Amin Ahmed Abu Shillukh

Niernung

Mingiri

Asumung (172)

Andunag


above under ’Amin’ Bulad

Ajmung (Ajmun)

Keriung


Above under Bedowi

Kusubé
under Yakhuba Rizig

Forung
under ’Basi’ Abdel Rasul

Daju

under Ali b. Taj al-Din

Amunung
under Dudu

Mundera
under ’Basi’ Adam Sherad

Mangiri
under ’Agid’ Tekolo.

Erenga

Shali

Owra

Girga

Asungūri

Mararit

Darómi (head section)

Sultan’s family

Ismail abd al-Nabi

|

Abukr  Taj al-Din Mohd.  Omar  Dudu  Sheraf al-Din  Gemal al-Din  Ali Senán

   |

|                    |

   |        Giddo   Ali           Abd al-Sharif

   |

   |

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Mohd. Bahr el Din  Bedfowi  Abdulla  Hasim  Abd al-Hamid  Ali ’Um (Endoka)







 Belolo

p.14
All of these ’Awlad al-Salatin’ are addressed by the courtesy title of ’Abo’.

p.25
Trade in Dar Masali.


”The Fur from Umm Haraz and KEBE and MAKRA bring cones of cally extracted salt, and the Zaghawa and Fur in general bring salt (cones or as ’subha’) and ’takaki’ of dammur (strips of 10 ’diraas’ or so: 2 ’takaki’ = 1 ’tob’), and a little red pepper (’shatta’) and ’shermut’ (biltong) and ’rubbat’ (cotton thread).

SUDAN ARCHIVE, DURHAM

Since SAD is superbly catalogued and the catalogue is accessible on the web, the notes here are very selective. Remarks in [] are mine.

H.A. MacMichael, The coming of the Arabs to the Sudan.

Burton Memorial Lecture 1928: delivered to the Royal Asiatic Society on July 30th 1928.

A pamphlet of 17 pp.

Wilfred Thesiger, A Camel Journey through Northern Wadai, Ennedi, Borku and Tibesti — August 3rd — November 1st 1938.

SAD 478/4/2   26 pp., 1 map

p.24 ”Abu Safita of el Fasher has very considerable prestige among these Fezzan [i.e. Fezzan refugees (from the Italians) in Ennedi]. The French [officials] several times referred to him as our [i.e. British] great Fezzani chief, and said that the more credulous Tibbu credited him with vast wealth and a bed of gold to sleep on. He visited Fada, Faya, and Gouro last year. He has a young son at Fada and his eldest, who is weak and unreliablw and a source of constant worry to his father, lives in Faya”.

[The Abu Safita family were still present in al-Fāshir in 1969. I was told that they had an archive of documents in a safe. I tried repeatedly to get access, but never succeeded]

The Dimbari Cult: a 2 page note by Sarsfield-Hall in response to the article c. 1940 on dumbari in SNR [by whom?] [Was the note published?]

Camel Vbrands: Red Sea Province

(Durham reference, DCS/Adm/32-6)

9 pp.: compiled in 1922.

H.R. Palmer [Resident, Bornu, Nigeria], Report on a Journey from Maiduguri, Nigeria, to Jeddah in Arabia.

African (West) No. 1072. Confidental [print], Colonial Office, August 1919.

26 pp., 1 map

p.4
Palmer calls the Kuka of the L. Chad region Nuba [cf. Kalck’s Gaoga article —why?]

p.5
Comments on the anti-European attitudes of the people of Wadai and Dar Masalit.

p.6
”For this condition of affairs [i.e. anti-European feeling] native opinion in general, while admitting the base character of the Wadaian sedentary population, does not hesitate to directly blame the French themselves, and if the present condition of Nigeria and Wadai are in any sense a reflection of the political methods by which the countries are respectively governed, there could not be a greater contrast that that between the contented and orderly Native Administrationsd of our Northern Provinces and the extremely bureaucratic, inquisitorial and highly centralised control of the Territoire du Chad from Fort Lamy — a system of government which has either wiped out of existence or reduced to poverty and impotence all the natural leaders of the people, religious or otherwise — which curbs the initiative and blunts the zeal of thos French officers who know much about the country they are administering; and which wastes the time which is badly needed for work in the field, on paper returns which are valueless, or legal procedure which is unsuited to existing conditions as are the European concepts which are framed into laws, to a still wild and lawless country. Last year [i.e. 1918?] there followed on the assassination of a French officwe something of the nature of a general massacre of the leading inhabitants of Abeshe, including the Agits [Ar. ʿaqīd] and Chief Fagis (Mallams) by the French (Palmer’s note: It is said that 118 of the chief Fagis were executed), and I was credibly informed that much of the present discontent and some of the crime is being promoted by certain adherents of the late Emir’s [i.e. Sultan’s] family — partly in revenge, and partly in the hope that the French may come to see that they cannot hope to successfully administer Wadai without a head on the body, i.e. without an Emir. Whether that be the case or no, it is very clear that the outside influences such as the Senusia and wandering Fagis have an influence on the people they would not be allowed to have were there an Emir in existence, supported by the usual Moslem hierarchy of Cadis and Imams. Such men, as our experience in Nigeria has shown, do not want rival spiritual influences in their domain such as are controlled by leaders of ’Tarikas’, and are very slow to countenance any movement which may imperil their own position. In all Moslem countries the Ulema are by tradition and policy opposed to the various orders of Dervishes and Tarikas, which are usually responsible for fanatical outbreaks.”

p.6
”Abeshe itself is a mere shadow of a formerly large town of 27.000 inhabitants. To-day there not more than 5,000 left, and there is little to be seen except ruins. It is in the cup of a large amphitheatre of hils.”

p.7
”Turning east from Adre lies a stretch of about 50 miles —the Masalit country—which belongs neither to France nor to the Egyptian Sudan. The Sultan—Endoka—who is still independent, has his capital at Juneinah, a place 19 miles from Adre and about 27 from the first Sudan post at Kereinik. He and his uncles were in past years successful in wiping out two French columns, those under Capt. Fiegenschuh and Colonell Moll respectively, and capturing a large amount of arms and ammunition.Endoka, who is said now to have about 3,000 rifles taken from the French, declares that if his country becomes French he will fight to the last. On the other hand, he professes a liking for the Sudanese Government, and is friendly and polite to individual Englishmen. He appeared to me to be a fairly intelligent man in an extraordinarily difficult position for any native chief, the more so as his relatives and entourage are strongly anti-European.”

p.8
”…. There is at present surprisingly little intercommunication between the Arabs of East and West, and the western Arabs very rarely go on the Pilgrimage unless they have committed a murder. But the Arabic spoken in Bornu is very similar to the Sudanese Arabic, especially that spoken by Kordofan Arabs who have not either lived in towns or mixed much with Egyptians.


”The dialectic divide is in the Masalit country—in the territory in dispute between Darfur and Wadai. It is here that the traveller first begins to hear colloquialisms which are never used in Wadai and Bornu, and the soft ’jim’ of the Chad and Wadai regions in words like ’jebel’ becomes a hard G (gebel).”

Notes from G//S 465  S. Rowton Simpson

File 2
Land Customs in Kassala [unpaginated]


”Natives who have cultivated the same plot for three years or more, provided there is no old claim to the land, gain sole rights over it and on their death it descends to their heirs.”


ref. Unit of measurement ’Gudda’ = 5 feddans


”Regarding measurement of land, all the natives use long poles called Uds [ʿūd]. These vary in length according as they reckon in Guddas or Rakubas.

